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From the Editor, Norm Schmidt: 

I live on the near West Side in the 

city of Cleveland. My house has a 

small front and back yard but I also 

own the empty lot next to my home. 

I grew up in Kirtland on about 25 

acres of wooded land. I had a couple 

uncles who would occasionally come 

out and hunt during hunting season 

and once one of them shot a deer.  

My brother was a rare hunter and 

brought home a squirrel a few times. 

Prepared it was okay but you had to 

be careful of the buckshot.  

These days there are huge numbers 

of deer that regularly terrorize the 

hosta and other plants on the family 

land in Kirtland. There is also a rather 

large flock of wild Turkey that hang 

around. Back in 2006 a medium 

sized black Bear was in the 

neighborhood as well. None of this is 

surprising. The variety of wildlife goes 

along with huge numbers of 

Hummingbirds and song birds of all 

kinds and even a couple families of 

pileated Woodpeckers. 

But back to my small plot of land in 

the city. I have a family of 

Woodchuck – Big Momma and three 

adolescents. Who knew they would 

like to munch on tomato plants? I 

have a couple very pretty skunks 

hanging about and aerating my yard 

as they look for grubs and worms. 

One recently was disturbed by 

something and made quite a stink 

about it. Thankfully it was not one of 

my cats. 

I have lots of birds that are fed well 

and squirrels, who I used to battle to 

keep them away from the bird 

feeders. They won, so now I feed 

them abundant supplies of sunflower 

seed and raw peanuts.  

I usually have a opossum or two 

about but haven’t seen one this 

summer. One came in my house last 

summer when I had the patio door 

open to allow the cats easy access, 

and joined me watching TV. When I 

decided he was ruining his eyes, I 

picked him up and carried him back 

outside. He did not protest. 

I have a raccoon about that makes 

irregular visits in the night to clean up 

any peanuts left by the squirrels. He 

always makes his visits known by 

turning over the water dish I have 

outside and leaving me a rather 

sizeable ‘dump’ on the deck. 

In the past I have battled the 

raccoons – trapped them and took 

them to a more raccoon friendly 

environment but of course, that is 

illegal so you didn’t read it here. 
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My point is, as we develop more 

natural areas’ we can expect more 

wildlife in our urban yards. There are 

deer nearby as well. We should 

consider how to welcome these 

animals rather than find ways to 

discourage them (except perhaps for 

the raccoons and deer). 

I know people are concerned about 

Coyotes killing their cats and small 

dogs but if you keep your cats and 

dogs in at night you have solved that 

problem. Besides, Coyotes much 

prefer mice, voles and bunnies 

according to the Coyote expert I 

heard talk at Holden a few years ago. 

It has been a lot easier and more fun 

to feed the squirrels than to battle 

them. They’re excellent “gymnasts” 

so can provide lots of entertainment. 

Squirrels are the only rodent that we 

know of who’s brain grows in the fall 

– it’s hypothesized that this 

enlargement allows them to more 

easily remember where they have 

stashed nuts and seeds. Years ago I 

would have said it allows them to 

more easily find their way into my 

attic. 

 

How does all this relate to teaching 

young people? I can think of two 

things in particular that a teacher 

might discuss with their class: 1. 

Humans are animals, we are not in 

some separate kingdom. We are a lot 

more closely related to all living 

things (think of the universality of 

DNA) and should learn to appreciate 

the relationship. 2. As is true in the 

philosophies of many native 

Americans, we have an obligation to 

protect and nurture this planet for all 

life now and for future generations. 

The current state of global warming is 

an unfortunate result of too many 

people disregarding that obligation 

and instead considering how to profit 

from using the resources provided by 

the planet without a thought about 

how their use may effect the future. 

The Fall Conference is Back 

CRCST is planning an in-person Fall 

Conference to be held on Saturday, 

October 23, 2021, 7:30 am to 1:00 

pm, at the Cuyahoga County 

Educational Service Center, 6393 

Oak Tree Blvd, Independence, OH 

44131. Parking is free. 

We invite you to present a fifty minute 

session for educators of science at 

any age group level K – 16. 

Presentations at local conferences 

are an excellent way to share your 

successful lessons and prepare you 

to present at the state and/or national 

level.  
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If you prefer to take advantage of 

learning from colleagues we hope 

you will attend and bring a friend or 

two. We will make it easy to bring a 

friend:  In order to expand our 

membership and encourage 

attendance we are offering a Buy-

One-Get-One registration. For $25 

you can enjoy the day of networking 

and learning and bring a colleague 

for free. Both of you will enjoy a one 

year membership in CRCST. 

Continental breakfast will be provided 

and a few local educational exhibitors 

will be on hand as well. Books 

published by NSTA Press will be 

available for free or radically reduced 

prices. 

We plan to feature three different 

rounds of three concurrent sessions 

for a total of nine concurrent sessions 

plus a keynote address by Dr. Joe 

Deak (Professor and Biotechnology 

Science Program Director) from 

Lakeland 

Community 

College. The talk 

will focus on 

genetics and 

related fields. 

Please join us in celebrating National 

Mole Day commemorating 

Avogadro's Number (6.02 x 10²³) by 

attending CRCST’s Fall Conference.  

Proposal forms and registration forms 

are included pages 5 & 6. 

SECO Conference in 

November 

SECO has officially opened the Call 

for Proposals for the November 2021 

SECO Science Symposium! 

The Science Education Council of 

Ohio will be holding its annual 

Science Symposium IN-PERSON on 

November 8th and 9th, 2021 at the 

Nationwide Hotel and Conference 

Center in Lewis Center, OH. We want 

to highlight all the awesome ideas 

our educators and exhibitors have so 

that they can be shared with others. 

Please consider submitting a 

proposal for a possible session at our 

conference. 

2021 SECO Symposium Strands: 

Intertwining Branches, the Three 

Dimensions of Science Teaching 

Teaching science is not about 

teaching the content (Earth and 

Space, Life and Physical) in isolation, 

it is about intertwining the themes 

and strands of the science 

disciplines. Science teaching is about 

connecting the content using Science 

and Engineering Practices, and 

Crosscutting Concepts. To best 

prepare our students not only for 

testing but the future, they need to 

understand that nothing works in 

isolation.   

Harvesting Higher Thinking Skills  
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In this era where students have 

unlimited access to facts and data, it 

is critical that they develop Higher 

Level Thinking Skills. Whether you 

call them Cognitive Demands, 

Bloom's Taxonomy or Depth of 

Knowledge, all these cognitive 

processing skills are required of our 

students.  

Rooted in Inquiry - Nature of 

Science 

All students should have sufficient 

understanding of scientific knowledge 

and scientific processes to enable 

them to distinguish what is science 

from what science is not and to make 

informed decisions about career 

choices, health maintenance, quality 

of life, and additional decisions that 

impact both themselves and others.  

Planting Seeds of Success - 21st 

Century Skills  

It is essential that we help students 

learn and develop 21st century skills 

to be successful in life. In a world that 

increasingly requires collaboration, 

critical thinking, adaptability, grit, 

perseverance and relies less on the 

learning of facts and data, 21st 

century skills and technology are 

critical.  

A Call for Proposals form and 

more information and details on 

the conference are available on the 

SECO website. www.secoonline.org  

 

2021 NEOSEF WINNERS 

Every year CRCST provides awards 

to 7th/8th Grade Participants at the 

Northeastern Ohio Science and 

Engineering Fair (NEOSEF). This 

year, the 68th NEOSEF was held 

virtually from March 15 - 18.  

CRCST awards $100 in Biology, 

Chemistry, and Physics. The winners 

this year are: Biology (Sandy Eisler 

Award): Kirsten Ward from St. 

Dominic Elementary “Finding 

Mutations in Mer” Chemistry (Irene 

Heller Award): Omar Elbadawy from 

Birchwood Elementary. “Bioplastic: 

An Investigation of the Relationship 

between Bioplastics Composition, 

Tensile Strength, and Flexibility” 

Physics (Sam Brooks Award): 

Matthew Pafford from Incarnate Word 

Academy. “Investigating the Effect of 

Potential Energy on Airplane Flight”  

Thank you to everyone who helped to 

make the 2021 NEOSEF successful. 

Next year’s NEOSEF is still being 

finalized. If you are interested in 

having students participate, check 

the NEOSEF website at 

www.neosef.org for details in the fall 

for student entries.  

Hopefully NEOSEF will be live in 

2022 so we will also need help 

judging the so consider volunteering 

by contacting Susan Clay 

(suzieclay@aol.com ). 

 

http://www.secoonline.org/
http://www.neosef.org/
mailto:suzieclay@aol.com
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Cleveland Regional Council of  Science Teachers 
                       

 

FALL CONFERENCE PRESENTER PROPOSAL FORM 
The Cuy. Cnty. Educational Service Center – Saturday, October 23, 2021 

 
  Name ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Mailing Address ___________________________________________________________ 
 
  _______________________________________________________________ 

                                                        CITY       STATE                                                   ZIP 
  

  School/Organization ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
  Home Phone (       )__________________          Work Phone (       )___________________ 
 
  E-mail Address ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Presentation sessions are fifty minutes in length. 
 
  Title of Proposed Session ____________________________________________________ 
  Brief Description (500 words or less): Attach additional sheet if needed 

 

 

 

   
  Science/Topic Area (Check all that apply.)   

   Earth/Space Science   Biology/Life Science   Chemistry/Physical Science 

   Environmental Science   Physics/Physical Science  Integrated/General 

                  AP (specify area) ______________                         Other __________________ 

 
  Intended Audience (Check all that apply) 

   Elementary     Middle School   High School 

   College     Pre-service or new teachers   General     

  Equipment Requirements: (Check all that apply) 
 

   LCD projector/Laptop Computer  Overhead projector   VCR/TV  Other___________ 

   DVD/TV     Internet connection    Sink/water   
 
I agree to maintain all reasonable safety procedures throughout my presentation  
 

Return (by Oct. 5, 2021) to Norm Schmidt, 1790 West 57th St., Cleveland, OH  44102 – nschmidt@jcu.edu 

mailto:nschmidt@jcu.edu
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CRCST Membership Form 

Please circle your choice 

Fall Conference BOGO &1 year CRCST Membership         $25 

Fall Conference BOGO & 2 year CRCST Membership        $45 

Fall Conference BOGO & 3 year CRCST Membership        $65 

Name _______________________________ H Phone (       ) ______________ 

H Address___________________________/__________________/_________ 

                                                                                   CITY                      ZIP  

E-Mail _____________________________________________________ 

(please print neatly) 

School/Work ________________________ S/W Phone (       ) ____________ 

S/W Address _______________________/___________________/__________                                      

                                                                                 CITY                       ZIP     

Friend Information (The Freebee): 

Name _______________________________ H Phone (       ) ______________ 

H Address___________________________/__________________/_________ 

                                                                                   CITY                      ZIP  

E-Mail _____________________________________________________ 

School/Work ________________________ S/W Phone (       ) ____________ 

S/W Address _______________________/___________________/__________                                      

                                                                                 CITY                       ZIP    

I am interested in becoming involved in the leadership of CRCST _________ 

Send check, made out to CRCST, to: Mark Waner, John Carroll University, Dept. 

of Chemistry, 1 John Carroll Blvd., University Heights, OH 44118 

Questions? Contact Norm Schmidt   216-961-1218   nschmidt@jcu.edu 

 

mailto:nschmidt@jcu.edu

